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COP21: Europe’s insurers welcome Paris climate change
agreement coming into force

The Paris Climate Change Agreement came into force today. In response, Michaela Koller, director
general of Insurance Europe, said: “Europe’s insurers welcome the entering into force of the Paris Climate
Change Agreement to limit any global rise in temperature to below two degrees above preindustrial
levels. Significant steps must now be taken by policymakers to ensure that the agreement is fully
implemented and adhered to.

"It is also essential that appropriate action is taken by public authorities to better protect societies
against the effects of climate change that have already begun to manifest themselves. This is an area
where Europe’s insurers are already heavily involved; for example, through the advice they provide to
policymakers on climate change adaption projects, such as the building and maintenance of flood
defences and the drafting and enforcement of building codes.

“Many insurers also engage in risk awareness initiatives, and several have developed apps to inform
consumers of extreme weather events or whether their properties are under potential risk from such
events.”

More information on the important roles that insurers and public authorities can play in tackling climate
change can be found in this insight briefing.
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For further information, to request a media interview or to be added to our mailing list, please contact
Richard Mackillican, policy advisor, communications & PR (tel: +32 2 894 30 69,
mackillican@insuranceeurope.eu).

You can also receive updates from Insurance Europe by signing up here or by following us on Twitter
@InsuranceEurope.

Insurance Europe is the European insurance and reinsurance federation. Through its 34 member bodies —
the national insurance associations — Insurance Europe represents all types of insurance and reinsurance
undertakings, eg pan-European companies, monoliners, mutuals and SMEs. Insurance Europe, which is based
in Brussels, represents undertakings that account for around 95% of total European premium income.
Insurance makes a major contribution to Europe’s economic growth and development. European insurers
generate premium income of almost €1 200bn, employ a little under one million people and invest nearly
€9 800bn in the economy.
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